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Description and relevance

The Dutch case study integrated three complementary
tools—the IOI matrix, the joint eco-scheme–farm income
model, and the Policy Monitoring Tool—to optimise the
design, targeting, and monitoring of eco-schemes
under the CAP. The aim was to demonstrate how
combining qualitative and quantitative approaches can
improve evidence-based policymaking.

The case centred on the national eco-scheme using a
points-based system rewarding environmental
performance. It addressed the challenge of balancing
economic viability with ecological effectiveness. 

Wageningen University and Research led the study in
collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries,
Food Security and Nature, testing how integrated tools
could support decision-making throughout the policy cycle
—from prioritisation to evaluation.
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Results and practical innovations

The integrated framework allowed the Dutch team to
assess eco-scheme design and performance
comprehensively. The IOI matrix clarified strategic
priorities, while the combined FARMDYN–AGMEMOD
model linked farm-level and market-level impacts, testing
payment calibration and uptake scenarios. The Policy
Monitoring Tool explored digital verification using
satellite and geotagged photos. Together, the tools
produced a coherent picture of eco-scheme feasibility and
trade-offs. 

Innovations included inter-model data exchange, participatory evaluation with policymakers, and the use of
AMS data for monitoring compliance. The integration showed how linking modelling, governance, and monitoring
tools supports adaptive and results-oriented CAP implementation.
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To sustain progress, integration should become
standard practice in CAP planning. Ministries
should maintain a cross-disciplinary task force linking
modellers, data managers, and policy officers.
Simplified communication materials explaining
complex results can improve stakeholder
understanding. Investments in interoperability and
open data standards are essential to maintain
coherence between models and monitoring systems.
Continued collaboration with EU partners will further
refine this holistic, evidence-driven approach to CAP
governance.

Benefits, limitations, and risks

Benefits included improved coordination across
analytical domains, stronger evidence for policy
design, and enhanced transparency. The integrated
approach bridged economic modelling with
practical monitoring systems. 

Limitations were primarily institutional—limited staff
time, data heterogeneity, and political uncertainty.
Risks involved potential misinterpretation of model
outputs and dependency on external expertise. 

Despite these challenges, the Netherlands
demonstrated that combining tools can transform
policymaking from reactive to proactive, enabling
more strategic use of data and modelling.

Recommendations

IOI Matrix for needs assessment and instrument mapping.

FARMDYN and AGMEMOD economic models.

Policy Monitoring Tool (AMS/LPIS data integration).
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